
Questions from pink sheets from January 10th meeting  

 

 

Is there a way school boundaries hurt/help financially? 

Neighborhood schools often are a less costly option, given that the state law requirement is that students who 

live two (2) miles or closer to school are not required to be transported. The decision to rebuild a K-5 Baird 

Elementary School at the existing site, instead of potentially a K-8 on District owned property further east, was 

in part due to the fact that 60% of the students who attend Baird are in walking distance. Moving the school 

further east would have resulted in the majority of students being bussed, resulting in higher costs.  

 

Do certain populations create the need for more transportation? 

Special education students are one group of students who may be transported more due to their special needs. 

If a student’s IEP requires transportation (perhaps child is wheelchair bound), by law we are required to 

transport the child.  

 

Homeless students, under McKinney-Vento, are also required to be transported back to the school they were 

attending, if their current living situation moves them outside the attendance area. The District has worked to 

address costs in this area through the use of vans.  

 

Is there a limit to the length of “walk”?  

4K -  ½ mile 

K-12 - 2 mile walk 

 

Does a magnet school save money in transportation? 

Most magnet schools are choice schools. We are trending toward providing hub busing to schools like Aldo and 

da Vinci, which could have a cost to the district. The school start and end times play a factor on cost. If they 

could be worked into existing routes, transportation cost would be neutral or parent paid contracts may even be 

financially beneficial for the district. 

 

Growth in mobility/Free and Reduced Lunch/English Learners? Do you track by school?  

Demographic information relating to schools can be found on DPI’s WISEDash. 

 

Refugee population? Are there data projections? 

Currently there is not a way to project increased population of students who may be coming from refugee 

camps. If a local church or other organization is sponsoring families, the District may be contacted. This would 

be true for immigrant populations as well, there is no systematic way to project future growth or decline. 

 

Is there a correlation between Free and Reduced Lunch and Mobility? 

Yes 

 

Is there a correlation between specific populations and capacity? 

Yes. When a student body requires additional services (special education, English Learner, 

emotional/mental/physical) this results in more staff in a building, requiring more space. This may mean small 

group space, space for occupational or physical therapy equipment, space for community organizations (i.e., 

Oral Health Partners). 
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Choice schools have no boundary. Can open enrolled kids get in? 

Yes, students in other school districts may open enroll into a District choice school, provided there is room. 

 

DACA Impact? 

In reviewing data at some of the schools with declining enrollment this year, we did see more movement of 

students out of country. It is an assumption (no factual data) that the current national political conversations 

and actions regarding immigrants may be resulting in fewer families moving to the Green Bay area from other 

countries, and also some families choosing to move back to their home country.  This is a reverse in trend that 

the District saw for many years. 

 

Students that are transitioning? How many? 

Currently we track mobility as any move after the start of the school year and before the end of the school year. 

This is the definition that DPI used 3 years ago.  For the 2016-2017 school year, there were 3,249 moves out of 

an enrollment of 22,038 for a mobility rate of 14.74%. 

 

Housing starts? In what specific areas? 

This information will be shared during the March 7th meeting from the City of Green Bay and Brown County 

planners. 

 

Hispanic – Latino population projections? 

As shared above, there is no way for the District to project growth of Hispanic families that may move to Green 

Bay. 

 

Impact of open enrollment? Impact of private school vouchers? 

These issues will be addressed at the February 7th meeting. 

 

Accurate tracking of private school enrollment? 

The District is able to track enrollment of private school students (different from voucher students). More 

discussion on this at the March 7th meeting. 

 

Are demographics a factor in boundaries? Doesn’t seem so. 

Race and ethnicity are not a factor in determining boundaries. Demographics regarding student needs 

(poverty, special education, EL, etc.) may be considered again for the reasons mentioned above in how they 

impact building capacity. The District often co-locates programs in school buildings to provide greater 

efficiencies, such as certain special education, autism and English Learner programs. 

 

Bussing seems maxed out. How, then, to populate under-capacity west-side schools with 

east-side kids? Have to bus? Crossing bridges seems hazardous route as defined by the GBSD. 

Please provide # of students bussed per school. 

Adding additional bussing is not a concern. The bus companies have recently raised their rate of pay and 

instituted a hiring bonus. Will have more bussing information at the February 7th meeting. 

 

How is the declining enrollment spread out through the district? 

The District is seeing a decline uniformly across the District, with the majority of decline at elementary and 

middle school. High school enrollment has slightly increased.  
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John Dewey Academy of Learning/Leonardo da Vinci School for Gifted Learners – where are 

the kids coming from? 

Will discuss at the February 7th meeting. 

 

Immigrants (migrants) – living where in the district? 

The District does not collect data on a student’s or family’s legal status, so we would be unable to answer. 

 

Birth rates falling?  

Birth rates over the last sixteen years in Green Bay have stayed relatively consistent ranging from 2,163 at the 

highest to 1,964 at the lowest.  

 

Which projection from 3 years ago came closest to coming true? 

District staff projections were closer to the actual numbers than Applied Population Labs. The projections for 

high schools were the most accurate, with an unanticipated decline at elementary. 

 

Cost of sending students from Allouez to Lombardi and Southwest High School? 

The District does not break out the costs for busing kids from Allouez. It would be a difficult to determine 

actual cost because the students may have still been bussed to an East side school. 

 

Who is traveling within the district outside of their range (assuming this means neighborhood 

school?) 

Will review at February 7th meeting. 

 

Are inter-district transfers counted in mobility numbers? 

Assuming this question is asking about open enrollment, those numbers are not included in the mobility 

numbers. 

 

What is the parochial school factor in enrollment? 

Approximately 1,477 students attend parochial school. 

 

Temporary solutions - Trailer classrooms? 

The District had reviewed this option when working on the facilities referendum. The cost of portable 

classrooms (usually four classrooms to unit) can range in cost from $500,000 for purchase to $98,000 per year 

to rent and an additional $130,000 + for set-up, resulting in purchasing being less costly if renting for more 

than four years. 

 

What is our error rate? 

Last year’s District enrollment projections had an error rate of 3%. 

 

Where are the housing starts specifically in Brown County? 

Will be shared at March 7th meeting. 
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